[Spontaneous esophageal rupture or Boerhaave's syndrome. Presentation of a case].
A case of spontaneous oesophageal rupture or Boerhaave syndrome is described. The absence of the typical initial vomiting together with a clinical picture that successively indicated repeated myocardial infarction, pancreatitis and pulmonary abscess delayed diagnosis by 4 days, after which emergency thoracotomy, performed on the identification of extravisceral overflow by contrast radiography using a water-soluble medium, revealed necrotic inflammation of the oesophagus, mediastinum and left lung that was so severe that only thoracic drainage was possible. After an initial improvement the patient died of septic shock on the 16th postoperative day.